Variability of the effects of rearing in a large litter on the development of the rat.
The variability in the effects of rearing rats in large litters was examined. Subjects reared in litters of 16 were stunted and delayed in the appearance of eye-opening and fur-eruption as compared with pups reared in litters of 8. However, the effects of the large-litter treatment were not uniform; pups in this group exhibited markedly higher variability with regard to all measures than did pups from small litters. In fact, some pups from the large litters were heavier and some exhibited developmental landmarks earlier than did most pups reared in small litters.